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Practice Direction Authorizing Alternate Form of Appearance where 
an Enhanced Designation of Counsel has been Filed (Issued 
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The following Practice Direction is issued under Rules 4.5 and 5 of the Criminal Rules of the Ontario Court of 

Justice. 

Preamble - Purpose of the Enhanced Designation 

The Enhanced Designation benefits the Court and all parties by reducing the need for multiple case 

management appearances which result in lengthy dockets in case management (set date) courts. 

The Enhanced Designation requires counsel - both Crown and defence - to take meaningful steps to move 

cases forward during the intake phase of the case. Rather than granting a series of short-term adjournments 

to confirm completion of interim steps, the Enhanced Designation establishes a standard, 12-week 

adjournment during which Crown and defence counsel are expected to take the necessary steps toward 

completion of the intake phase of the case. This 12-week adjournment applies even if some aspects of the 

intake phase have been completed prior to the filing of the Enhanced Designation. If the intake phase is 

completed before the end of the adjournment period, the parties can move the case forward by securing a 

trial date through the trial coordinator or by bringing the case forward for resolution. If the parties encounter 

a problem with moving the case forward during the intake phase, either party may bring the matter before the 

Court so that it can be addressed. 

1. Alternate Form of Appearance Where an Enhanced Designation of
Counsel has been Filed on Behalf of an Accused Person

1. In order to limit the number of people who are required to attend a case management appearance

(whether in person or virtually), the Court encourages accused persons to file designations of counsel,

including Enhanced Designations of Counsel. Accused persons who are represented by counsel and 

who have filed an Enhanced Designation of Counsel, as described in Part 2 below, may have their

matters adjourned, without the accused personally appearing, in accordance with the procedure set out

in this Practice Direction and in accordance with Rule 4.5 of the Criminal Rules of the Ontario Court of

Justice.

2. This Practice Direction applies to criminal proceedings, including proceedings under the Youth Criminal

Justice Act.

3. Nothing in this Practice Direction prevents an accused person from appearing for a proceeding by 

designated counsel pursuant to a designation prepared in accordance with this Practice Direction or any




























